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During reception at German Embassy Monrovia April 16th 2013 
by Michael Kölsch

Excellency

Dear Ambassador Dr. Schaff, Dear Mrs Schaff

Dear Ambassador Larome

Dear Colleague HC Dr. Kirchner

Dear officials of the GOL

My Dear Friends

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you so much Dear Dr. Schaff and Mrs Schaff for the wonderful reception you 

are giving in honour of the Business Delegation, btw, not only from Germany but also

from France. 

After last year’s delegation trip a lot of people said: “Don’t try to repeat the success 

from last year, it won’t work, time is too short and there are less companies that could 

be interested in Liberia”. Let me tell you: they were wrong. Her Excellency 

Ambassador Ethel Davis, whom I cooperated with very trustfully encouraged me to 

go on and supported me forcefully. So here we are again. 

There is a huge interest in Africa I feel in Germany at the moment. Even if many 

companies still hesitate to risk the first step, all of them know: Africa is the market of 

the future. 



It is my duty and I like to do it namely to convince those companies to understand 

that the best way to enter the African market is via Liberia. What I always tell the 

CEOs among others is: Liberia might be a small country but 

- it is located in the middle of ECOWAS and a perfect base to enter the ECOWAS 

Market

- it is a country that stands for Democracy and sustainability having a re-elected 

President holding the Peace Nobel Price, being an expert in financial and economic 

issues and being respected and trusted all over the world.

And finally, Liberia offers huge opportunities, especially, regarding infrastructure and 

renewable energies.

So the lost of infrastructure during the war was and still is painful but it is a 

tremendous chance too. 

Think about this for a moment………….

What roads and bridges would VINCI build if the roads and bridges were all perfect? 

What solar plants would ALGATEC build? What hydro plants would PEACE POWER 

install if Liberia had a perfect electric grid? What houses should STATION 5 build if 

there were enough affordable houses for the Liberian People? But the best chance of 

all, Ladies and Gentlemen, is the unique opportunity to avoid expensive mistakes 

other countries made in the past and still have to suffer from and to establish the 

thoughts of sustainability.

One of the big technological opportunities for Liberia, please let me mention that, in 

my opinion is solar power. As you may know Germany is the worldwide leader in 

photovoltaic technology and has committed itself in supporting its people to supply 

their own green electricity. But Germany has a huge and very expensive grid. This is 



one of the biggest obstacles for renewable energy. Liberia doesn’t have a big grid. 

Don’t try to build up this big grid but support island solutions for solar, wind and hydro 

power plants. That’s the future for affordable electricity for everybody. And Liberia 

could be No. 1 in this technology in Africa.

Very important in my opinion is the culture of a company and the related way to make 

business in Liberia. I am glad to say that all the companies accompanying me I know 

as solid, sustainable and willing to realize and add value in Liberia.  This is btw a 

condition for me to help European companies entering the Liberian market. There is 

always a way to make good business and let the people participate either by creating 

jobs or to train people- you just have to want it.

I think I speak in the name of the delegation when I say the impressions we had until 

today were really positive. So many Liberian people send out optimism and create a 

positive mood in the country which visitors and investors can see and feel. Also, the 

conversations with representatives of the GOL and institutions took place in a very 

friendly positive and promising atmosphere. Thanks a lot to all of you therefore. 

Thanks Jeff Blibo and the entire organizing team. Let us be optimistic that this trip 

again will bring Liberia forward and support the country standing up and consolidate

the gains already achieved. 

I assure you that it is a big honour for my colleague Dr. Klaus Kirchner and me to 

serve the Liberian people as HCs but it is also a big pleasure. The pleasure is so big 

that we even support French companies like VINCI and by that the German- French 

friendship. Primarily, may the Liberian people benefit from what we do!



In this sense I raise my glass and say: Good Bless Liberia!

Thank you


